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Mr. Wilson's object in publishing this essay is to
show that our Constitution has proved a fuilure,
that the ldeal system of cLecks and balanees about
which we'hear so much oxists only on paper, that
the Kuglish, or Parliamentary, plan is & great deal
better than ours, and that, further changes in the
spirit of our institutions being inevitable, we ought
promutly to “apply with the unhesitating coursse
of conviction all thoroughly tested or well-cousid-
erod expadicnts necessary to make mll-gnruru_munt
among Us a straightforward  thing of simple
method, single unstinted power, and clear respousi-
Dility.,” He maiutaing that Congress has steadily
encroached, and s still encroaching. upon both the
co-ordinate Dbranches, the wxecutive and the
Judiciary, while the federal authurit; Loy
practically subjngnted the States; yet that increase
of power has been accompaniod by diminishing
responsibility, 8o that Congress is at once :}nuldlu-
some and ineflicicnt, an obatacle to the earry ing out
of any positive poliey, either the Exeoutive’s or
ftaown. The government cannot be said to follow
jutelligible lines of aetion when t.lll‘ legislutive and
adinistrative departments nre nharmwonions, as
so often is the onse ; noT iy thero even any tm!i‘{s’
or acvonntability in Cougress itacll, Locause busi-
ness is 85 conducted there that legislation is not
controlled by the majority, hut proceeds generally
Ly nseries of compromises, This brings us to the
most important and most jntoreating vart of the
Look, a deseription of the system of law-making by
committees. The business of the Ilouse of Repre-
sontatives is distributed among forty-seven nt.nm_l-
ing conmittees, and the operation of the rules.is
such that the forty-soven chaivmen have practioal
control of all bills, Legislation is thus shifted from
the floor of the Honse to the privacy of the cow-
mittee-rooms ; party responsibility is taken away
by the representation of both parties on overy
committee ; aud party vigor is made impossible by
the lack of concert among the forty-sevon chair-
men, cach of whom is in fact anxious to promote
his own billa at the cost of all athers. The anoma-
lies and defects of this curious system have been
pointed out befors, and Mr. Wilson has a somewhat
familiar theme, He amplifies it, however, with
geal, and with an ey for all its weakest points.
Perhaps his desgription would be more efiective if
it were less rhetoricai.

It is not quite clear what substitute Mr. Wilson
would propose for a method which has great merits
a# well as great imperfections, and which has grown
gradually out of a general sense of the public
needs. His aim is not to suggest o remedy, but to
demonstrate the diseass. His preferences, nevers
theless, are obviously for some such approach to-
ward the English system as would make the
majority party in Congress absolute in its control
of all legisiation and also of the administration of
the laws. The majority would then bo responsible
for tho entire conduet of the government, and the
President and his Cabinet would hold office only at
their will. Mr. Wilson apparently dosc not see thut
his plan wonld mean the complote obliteration of
the federal principle, which is the characteristio
note of the American system, and the prineiple
which has been most signally vindicated by our
century of succwssful exporiment. 1t would mean
also of conrso the obliteration of the Senate as well
as of the Ststes; and how the ivconvenient
necesaity of dividing and distributing the onerons
lrusiness of the Honse of Hepresentatives would be
removed by increasing the mass and vancty of that
business, we fail to soe. It is hardly worth while,
however, to cnter upon o defeuce of a system ol
government which almost every competent polit-
jeal student knows to be the only systom which
eonld hold this country together. Mr. Wilson
starts with the assnmption that there has recently
been achange in the general feeling toward the
Constitation, aud that “our generation” has
“ gorions doubts abont the superiority of our owu
mstitutions as comparel with the systoms of
Europe,” This is quite wrong. COur geueration has
no such absurd fecling. And Mr. Wilkon 13 also

deceived in imagining that the Constitu-
tion, with its balance of puwers, has bheen change!l
{rom the original pattern. It 18 a wonder (o us that
auny man ean read the history of the last twenty five
yoars without pereciving that the constitutionul
 checks and balances” are as eflectual to-day ns
they ever wore, that the form of ont governtment
has developed only in the line of growth marked
out {or it from the begmning, and that the boun-
daries of federal and State anthority, instemd of

Lecowing confused, are steadily getting more and
more distinet—the judiciary (which Mr Wilsen
thinks that Congress has suvjogated) having
espeeinlly vindirated its independence and its
superiority to party prejudice by overturning a
whole series of enactmonts passed during the recons
strootion period in forgeifulness of those Limits of
jurisdicsion. The fact is that Mr. Wilson is so
careless and contradictory in his stateweats and so

hasty and shorf-sighted iu his conclusious that to
answor him in detail wonld take more time und
yoom than we can aflord for such an easy but un-
neceRsary enterprise,
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